Spring 2015

The Reader
Literacy 5K Run/Walk 2015
Sunday, May 3rd

Literacy Volunteers
of Rensselaer
County

Rensselaer Tech Park
Troy, N.Y.

Race Day Schedule:
8:00 a.m. Registration
9:00 a.m. Children’s
Fun Run
9:30 a.m. Youth Mile
10:00 a.m. 5K Run/Walk
11:15 a.m. Awards
Ceremony

1915 Fifth Avenue
Troy, N.Y. 12180
(518) 274-8526

www.lvorc.org

See page 2 for more about
Nancy Machold (left) and
Holly Clark at the Famous
Ladies’ Tea.
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Your support makes
it possible to provide
free literacy
programs to adult
learners.

Runners and walkers of all ages and
abilities can enjoy this family-friendly
event. To add a bit of fun, participants are
invited to dress as a favorite person or
character. If you’d rather help behind the
scenes, volunteers are needed for every
stage of the event. It’s a great way to make
new friends and to share your talents while
supporting a great cause.
Register online today at FinishRight.com.
The pre-registration fee is $20; race day
registration is $25. The Children’s Fun Run
is $6 and the Youth Mile is $10. In-person
preregistration will take place at Jordan
Road, Troy, on Saturday, May 2nd from
12:00-1:00 p.m.

Buzz and Newt Barclay, running
as Teddy Roosevelt

The Reader
Please join us in thanking
our Famous Ladies’ Tea
sponsors:
Aflac
Cohoes Savings
Foundation
First Niagara
Gettysburg Flag Works
Hilton Garden Inn, Troy
The Record
Snyder Printer
Stewart’s Shops
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Famous Ladies’ Tea 2015
On Sunday, March 22nd, Literacy
Volunteers brought together nine local
actresses and 82 attendees for a
uniquely entertaining and informative
event at the elegant Hilton Garden Inn
in Troy, N.Y. Held each year during
Women’s History Month, the Famous
Ladies’ Tea allows audience members
to become acquainted with diverse
women from all periods of history. As
guests enjoy tea or coffee, sandwiches
and scones, they are visited at their
table by a series of women who have
made a difference in the world. A silent
auction and raffle provide additional
entertainment. Please keep this annual
event in mind for next year – it’s a
wonderful way to support literacy in
our community.

The 2015 Famous Ladies (in alphabetical
order):
Licia Albanese, Italian-born American
operatic soprano, portrayed by Stephanie
Weiss
Maya Angelou, author, poet, dancer,
actress, and singer, portrayed by Carolyn
King
Claudia Procula, wife of Pontius Pilate,
portrayed by Marie Heller
Mary Baker Eddy, founder of Christian
Science, portrayed by Elizabeth Hood
Judge Constance Baker Motley, civil rights
activist, lawyer, judge, and state senator,
portrayed by Evelyn Maclutsky
Kate Mullany, labor leader and resident of
Troy, portrayed by Holly Clark
Sacagawea, interpreter and guide for the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, portrayed by
Sue Stierer
Anne Sullivan Macy, teacher and advocate,
portrayed by Nancy Machold

The cast of Famous Ladies, from left to right: Sue Stierer, Liz
Hood, Holly Clark, Joan Fuess, Marie Heller, Stephanie Weiss,
Carolyn King, Evelyn Maclutsky.

Edith Stuyvesant Dresser Vanderbilt,
sponsor of literacy programs and promoter
of women, portrayed by Joan Fuess

Literacy 5K Sponsors
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Comfortex Joins Everybody WINS! Power Lunch
Comfortex and Literacy Volunteers have
been partners in literacy since 2007. Located in
Maplewood, N.Y., Comfortex produces high quality
window treatments (including the ones in the
LVORC office) and has been home to a Workplace
Literacy program for English language learners
since 2007. Many Comfortex employees have
improved their English skills with the assistance of
volunteer Carol Miller, who has instructed learners
on first and second shift for many years. A number
of these workers have gone on to become
naturalized U.S. citizens. In addition, Comfortex has
provided annual sponsorship support for the
Literacy 5K.
Now Comfortex is expanding its support of
our literacy programs by dedicating time and
talents to the Everybody WINS! Power Lunch
program. Seven Comfortex employees, including
company president and co-founder, Tom Marusak,
have been trained to tutor students at Abram
Lansing Elementary School in Cohoes while the
students eat lunch. We thank them for their
volunteer service.

The Everybody WINS!
Power Lunch program is
designed to encourage a
lifelong love of reading.
If you would like to
volunteer, please
contact Judith Smith at
518 274-8526.

LVORC Remembers Valued Volunteers
Marie Heller rememembers
meeting Edna Sturges in
1993. At that time, “Eddy”
was holding a monthly
conversation group called
SMILES. Twenty or so English
Language Learners and their
tutors would gather in the
evening at St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Troy for
conversation, fellowship and
food. Eddy always had some
activity to help facilitate
discussion. She was a
gracious lady who had
compassion for people; she
was a life-long learner; and
she wasn’t afraid to speak
her mind!

Susan Rapp became a
Basic Literacy tutor in
2002. She led a
financial literacy class
for the Ready for Work
program at the YWCA,
supported our various
fundraisers, and helped
in the office as an
administrative
volunteer. She was
always ready with a
smile and a chat about
one of her many
interests. Susan’s
professionalism was
evident in all the work
she did for LVORC.

Meta Reid was a
trained as a tutor for
LVORC in 2009 and
worked with multiple
English language
learners. She
generously shared her
considerable talents as
a librarian to help
update and streamline
the resource center
after our move to the
third floor. She was
loved by her learners
and valued by all for her
intelligence, kindness,
and dedication to
helping others.

The Reader
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NY State Ed Report Card
When students
complete a post-test
at the end of the
program year, they
contribute to the
health of the
organization by
helping to meet the
requirements for
funding.

We Are Proficient

educational gain, postAccording to our most test rate, and follow-up
recent report card from outcomes.
the New York State
Literacy Volunteers of
Education Department, Rensselaer County
our affiliate met all
depends on funding
requirements for Adult from the New York State
Career and Continuing Education Department,
Education Services for and as a result we are
program year 2014. Our asked to comply with
program performance strict reporting
met or exceeded the
requirements. When
benchmarks in
students complete a

post-test at the end of
the program year, they
contribute to the health
of the organization by
helping to meet the
requirements for
funding. If you are a
tutor, please help your
student to schedule a
post test. If you are a
student, call us at 2748526 to schedule a test.
Thank you for your help
and participation.

Jazzed for Literacy Evening
Join us for an evening of jazz,
dancing and refreshments with
Sonny and Perley on Thursday,
June 25th. All proceeds will
benefit Literacy Volunteers.
Sonny Daye and Perley Rousseau
are a husband and wife duo who
perform the timeless standards of
the Great American Songbook
such as the works of Irving Berlin,
George and Ira Gershwin and Cole
Porter as well as the Bossa Nova
melodies of Antonio Carlos Jobim.

Jazzed for Literacy Evening
Date: Thursday, June 25th
Time: Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Location: Hilton Garden Inn,
235 Hoosick Street, Troy, N.Y.
Reservations: 274-8526 or
www.lvorc.org
Ticket Price: $25 in advance,
$35 at the door
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Annual Appeal and Financial Support
The 2015 Annual Appeal
has raised almost $6,300
to date. We can still use
your help. Contributions
can be made payable to
LVORC and sent to 1915
Fifth Avenue, Troy, N.Y.
12180.

Rensselaer County.
If you give through
SEFA, the number is
50-00386.
Please ask your
employer about
matching gifts.
Thank you!

Donations can be made
online: www.lvorc.org.
If you support the United
Way, please designate
your gift directly to
Literacy Volunteers of

LVORC Staff
Judith Smith
Executive Director
Marie Heller
Volunteer Coordinator
Linda Feldmann
Project Coordinator
Rita Karageozian
Data Coordinator
Kristin Morgan
Bookkeeper

Administrative Volunteers
Jeanne Laiacona
Data Management
Nancy Machold
Administrative Assistant

www.lvorc.org
Your generous contributions
support individual student and
tutor pairs such as Biljana and
Joe, as well as small group
instruction for all types of learners.

Calling All Scrabble Enthusiasts
Do you love Scrabble? Do you want to support
Literacy Volunteers? Join us on Sunday, May 31st for
a Scrabble Challenge at St. Michael’s Church on
Williams Road, Troy. Put together a team of 2 – 4
people. Have fun and win prizes! Admission is $15 per
person, $10 for students under 14 years. To register,
call 274-8526 or go to www.lvorc.org. If you would
rather volunteer, email litvoldirector@aol.com or call
the LVORC office at 274-8526. All proceeds will help
Literacy Volunteers of Rensselaer County to provide
free programs and services for adults and children.

Join us for a
Student and Volunteer Dinner
Monday, April 20, 2013
6:00 – 8:00 PM
First United Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall
1915 Fifth Avenue, Troy
Please bring a dish to share with others.
RSVP: (518) 274-852
All volunteers,
students, families
and friends are
welcome.

Literacy Volunteers of Rensselaer County
Board of Directors
Thomas Hulihan, President
Caitlin Stein-Miner, Vice President
Cathy Watrobski, Secretary
Chris Helwig, Treasurer
Steve Davis
Daniel Fennell
Shay Harrison
Habiba Mechakra
Pamela Mertz
Christina Ryzner

